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2006

September Bidford on Avons Place in early Anglo Saxon England John Maddicott 1

October "We shall remember them" Names on the War Memorial Bob Marshall
1

November Seasons Greetings, History of the greetings card Stephanus Mastoris 1
December Early Music Christmas Carols Warwicks. Youth Waits 1

2007

January Regional Dialects Stanley Ellis 1

February Portrait Painting Gerry Harris 1

March. Local Railways Martin Bloxham 1

April XXXX

May Warwickshire Folklore Roy Palmer 1

June Local School Memories ANON 1

September The Doomsday Book and Bidford Ralph Richardson 1

October The Gunpowder Plot Marie McDonald 1

November The Dieppe Raid Bob Marshall 1
December Christmas Traditions from the Past Stephanus Mastoris 

& Music 1

2008

January Mediaeval Pilgrimages - A Window on the World Tim Porter 1

February Family History Sources at the CRO Rob Eyre, Archivist 1

March. Simon de Montfort John Maddicott 1

April The Battle of Worcester Amanda Lunt 1

May Report on the Archeological Project ANON 1

June Them and Us, a D Day Briefing Paul Thompson, 

Alex Thornton 1

September The Romans in Alcester Alan Godfrey 1

October Bidford and Alcester Areas before the Railway Age Richard Churchley 1

November The Coventry Blitz Dan Newman 1
December The Cottage Pig - The Christmas Feast Stephanus Mastoris 1

2009

January Drunken Bidford, Myths and Legends General 1

February The Great Exhibition David de Haan 1

March. Richard III, Man or Monster Ralph Richardson 1

April The First World War Diary Sir Andrew Hamilton 1
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May

June Warwickshire and the English Civil War Mairi Macdonald 1

September The witches of Welford and other stories from the 

archives

Welford History 

Society 1

October Making a Living in Bidford 1660-1840 Richard Churchley 1

November Sounds of War; the effects of music and sounds on 

morale in World War I I.

Gay Leese
1

December History Society Christmas Quiz

2010

January The Anglo-Saxons of the Severn Valley Tim Porter 1

February Drunken Bidford – more myths and legends 1

March. Medieval Documents in the Worcester Archives Robert Wittacker 1

April A Warwickshire Scandal Lady Elizabeth 

Hamilton 1

May The Lamentable History of William Sable Ralph Richardson 1

June The Black Death John Hunt 1

September The Battle of Edgehill Professor Malcolm 

Wanklyn 1

October The Bidford Morris Tradition Phil Taylor and 

Bidford Morris Men
1

November One House, One Faith, One Family Anne Fox 1

December Christmas songs from the past Musyck Anon 1

2011

January Medieval Medicine and Surgery The Discover 

History Group 1

February Roland’s War: A Coventry Soldier’s War, 1915-18   Chris Holland 1

March. "Tasting the Past": Food through the Ages Moira Byast 1

April Music in Shakespeare Ted Watson 1

May ’Yesterday’s Children’ Pre publication 

review 1

June Two murders in Tudor Warwickshire Dr Jan Broadway 1

September The story of the Staffordshire Hoard Ian Wykes 1

October Towns and Villages in Medieval Warwickshire, where 

does Bidford fit in? 

Prof. Christopher 

Dyer 1

November Sex, elopement and clandestine marriage in the 

18
th
 century

Prof. Rebecca 

Probert 1
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December A Tudor Christmas The Discover 

History Group 1

2012

January Elizabethan River Maps Stephanus Mastoris
1

February The movement of people in 19
th
 century Bidford Keith Geary 1

March. A look at over 150 years of the Co-op in Britain Ned Williams 1

April Gimson and the Barnsleys. Followers of William Morris who worked in GloucestershireDave Walton 1

May Medieval songs for summer Musyck Anon 1

June D-Day and the Normandy Campaign Prof. John Buckley 1

September The History of the Lord Leycester Hospital, Warwick Lt. Col. Gerald 

Lesinsky 1

October Drinking Around Bidford Dr. Richard 

Churchley 1

November Journey to Titanic Rob Goldsmith 1

December Mistletoe in tradition, legend and history Jonathan Briggs 1

2013

January The Broom Stratford Railway 1

February Lydia Byam’s Journal: Exotic Plants, Jane Austen and 

Slavery

Gabrielle Leese
1

March. Iconoclasts and Outcasts: Illicit love in 19th  Century 

England

Prof. Rebecca 

Probert 1

April Mary, Queen of  Scots Dr. Gillian White 1

May The Life and Times of English and Welsh Archers In the 

14th and 15th Centuries

Bowstringer 

Present – Peter and 

Joan Hallett 1

June Yesteryear’s Folklore, Customs and Traditions Dr. Colin Harris 1

September Criminal Ancestors– Transportation to Australia 1787-1868Don Cochrane 1

October All the Fun of the Fair Ned Williams 1

November
A Soldier in Wellington’s Army

Kevin Hicks, 

History Squad 1

December Paintings for Advent Gerry Harris 1

2014

January
The Tudor Maydes: The Whys and Wherefores of Everyday Tudor LifeFrom Time to Time 1

February The Great Fire of Warwick, September 1694 Dr. Gillian White 1

March. The Real Dad’s Army Ray Sturdy FRGS 1

April Compton Verney: The Story of a Great House Dr. Sylvia Pinches 1
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May

Life in the Madhouse: Warwick County Lunatic Asylum

Sue Parsons, 

Warwickshire 

County Records 

Office 1

June When Warwickshire Goes to War Chris Holland 1

September The Heroine of Flanders: The War Letters of Lady 

Dorothie Feilding 1914-1917 Christine Cluley 1

October Accidental Death and Everyday Life in 16
th
 Century WarwickshireDr. Steven Gunn 1

November
The Story of the Dancer” - The 1914 Christmas Truce. The Adderbury Village Morris Men .  

The Adderbury 

Village Morris Men 1
December Glad Tidings: a History of the Christmas Card Steph Mastoris 1

2015

January The Shazam Show: A Nostalgic Look at the Old Picture PalacesRob Hemming 1

February
Greyfriars, Leicester and the Search for Richard III

Richard Buckley 

OBE 1

March. Knowing your Longitude and Latitude in 18th
 Century BritainKaty Barrett  1

April We shall Remember Them - Bidford’s  First World War SoldiersBob Marshall 1

May
Puritan Culture Wars: Reformers and Resisters in Cromwell’s EnglandProf. Bernard Capp 1

June The Battle of Evesham: Why we should remember it. Tim Porter 1

September The True History of Maria Home, Housekeeper to the Earls of WarwickDr. Sylvia Pinches 1

October Matthew Boulton and The Soho Mint Dr. Sue Tungate 1

November Pigeons in War Stuart Wardrop 1
December

A Victorian Christmas From Time to Time 1

2016

January The Scandalous Olive Wilmott Miles Macnair 1

February Bletchley and the Women Spies of World War II. Hugh Davies 1

March.
A Civil War Tailor and an Educational Bequest: William Perkins and his Legacy

Dr. Stephen 

Roberts 1

April The Easter Rising, 1916 Bob Marshall 1

May What we Bought: A Journey through the 20th
 Century based on Kay’s Catalogues.Bernard Mills 1

June The Battles of the Somme Dr. Spencer Jones 1

September
Scandalous clergy v parishioners in the Bidford Area 1660-1720Dr. Maureen Harris 1

October The Zulu War: Rorke‘s Drift Bill Cainan 1

November Bess of Hardwick & Hardwick Hall Dr. Gillian White 1
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December Medieval Christmas Customs Mairi Macdonald 1

2017

January Really Ancient Bidford Stuart Palmer 1

February Land Girls Robin Hill 1

March. The 17th century village - who was in charge? Deborah Hayter 1

April Women and Motor Cars Stephen Laing 1

May Churches of Warwickshire Tim Bridges 1

June
Passchendaele 1917 Revisited Prof. Gary Sheffield 1

September Pilgrimage to Medieaval Gloucestershire Tim Porter 1

October Folklore and Folksongs of Warwickshire and Worcestershire’Richard Churchley 1

November Ancient Troy - a three way look Ray Aspden 1
December

'The Way We Were'
Society Research 

Group 1

2018

January The Last Naval Hero Roy Smart 1

February Curing with Water Cora Weaver 1

March. Birmingham Back to Back Housing Clive Katz 1

April West Midlands Struggle for the Vote Gay Hill 1

May “With Our Backs to the Wall":  Victory and Defeat in 1918 Spencer Jones 1

June Gertrude Bell – Unsung Heroine of Iraq Jan Long 1
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C2
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Programme yr. 2018 to 2019 117
7 19 36 24 31

September The Battle of Edgehill, October 1642 Stephen Barker 1

October Bidford Survivors of WW1 Bob Marshall 1

November WWI the final German perspective Prof Christopher Mick 1
December Huggable Teddy Bears Dr Gillian White 1

2019

January Two Titans, One City. Andrew Reekes 1

February Postman’s Knock Alan Godfrey 1

March. Discovering Charles I Prof Richard Cust 1
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April 100 Years of Women’s Policing in the West Midlands Corinne Brazier 1

May Charles II, the later Stuarts Dr Stewart Tolley 1

June “We Are Where We Are” Dr. Alex Grieve 1

7 19 38 26 36
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Bidford on Avons Place in early Anglo Saxon England

"We shall remember them" Names on the War Memorial

Seasons Greetings, History of the greetings card

Early Music Christmas Carols

Regional Dialects

Portrait Painting

Local Railways

XXXX

Warwickshire Folklore

Local School Memories

The Doomsday Book and Bidford

The Gunpowder Plot

The Dieppe Raid

Christmas Traditions from the Past

Mediaeval Pilgrimages - A Window on the World

Family History Sources at the CRO

Simon de Montfort

The Battle of Worcester

Report on the Archeological Project

Them and Us, a D Day Briefing

The Romans in Alcester

Bidford and Alcester Areas before the Railway Age

The Coventry Blitz

The Cottage Pig - The Christmas Feast

Drunken Bidford, Myths and Legends

The Great Exhibition

Richard III, Man or Monster

The First World War Diary
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Warwickshire and the English Civil War

The witches of Welford and other stories from the 

archives
Making a Living in Bidford 1660-1840

Sounds of War; the effects of music and sounds on 

morale in World War I I.
History Society Christmas Quiz

The Anglo-Saxons of the Severn Valley

Drunken Bidford – more myths and legends

Medieval Documents in the Worcester Archives

A Warwickshire Scandal

The Lamentable History of William Sable

The Black Death

The Battle of Edgehill

The Bidford Morris Tradition

One House, One Faith, One Family

Christmas songs from the past

Medieval Medicine and Surgery

Roland’s War: A Coventry Soldier’s War, 1915-18   

"Tasting the Past": Food through the Ages

Music in Shakespeare

’Yesterday’s Children’

Two murders in Tudor Warwickshire

The story of the Staffordshire Hoard

Towns and Villages in Medieval Warwickshire, where 

does Bidford fit in? 
Sex, elopement and clandestine marriage in the 

18
th
 century
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A Tudor Christmas 

Elizabethan River Maps

The movement of people in 19
th
 century Bidford

A look at over 150 years of the Co-op in Britain

Gimson and the Barnsleys. Followers of William Morris who worked in Gloucestershire

Medieval songs for summer

D-Day and the Normandy Campaign

The History of the Lord Leycester Hospital, Warwick

Drinking Around Bidford

Journey to Titanic

Mistletoe in tradition, legend and history

The Broom Stratford Railway

Lydia Byam’s Journal: Exotic Plants, Jane Austen and 

Slavery
Iconoclasts and Outcasts: Illicit love in 19th  Century 

England
Mary, Queen of  Scots

The Life and Times of English and Welsh Archers In the 

14th and 15th Centuries

Yesteryear’s Folklore, Customs and Traditions

Criminal Ancestors– Transportation to Australia 1787-1868

All the Fun of the Fair

A Soldier in Wellington’s Army

Paintings for Advent

The Tudor Maydes: The Whys and Wherefores of Everyday Tudor Life

The Great Fire of Warwick, September 1694

The Real Dad’s Army

Compton Verney: The Story of a Great House
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Life in the Madhouse: Warwick County Lunatic Asylum

When Warwickshire Goes to War
The Heroine of Flanders: The War Letters of Lady 

Dorothie Feilding 1914-1917

Accidental Death and Everyday Life in 16
th
 Century Warwickshire

The Story of the Dancer” - The 1914 Christmas Truce. The Adderbury Village Morris Men .  

Glad Tidings: a History of the Christmas Card

The Shazam Show: A Nostalgic Look at the Old Picture Palaces

Greyfriars, Leicester and the Search for Richard III

Knowing your Longitude and Latitude in 18th
 Century Britain

We shall Remember Them - Bidford’s  First World War Soldiers

Puritan Culture Wars: Reformers and Resisters in Cromwell’s England

The Battle of Evesham: Why we should remember it.

The True History of Maria Home, Housekeeper to the Earls of Warwick

Matthew Boulton and The Soho Mint

Pigeons in War

A Victorian Christmas

The Scandalous Olive Wilmott

Bletchley and the Women Spies of World War II.

A Civil War Tailor and an Educational Bequest: William Perkins and his Legacy

The Easter Rising, 1916

What we Bought: A Journey through the 20th
 Century based on Kay’s Catalogues.

The Battles of the Somme

Scandalous clergy v parishioners in the Bidford Area 1660-1720

The Zulu War: Rorke‘s Drift

Bess of Hardwick & Hardwick Hall

TYPE

C2
0

M
ili

ta
ry

W
W

1

W
W

2

So
ci

et
y 

O
rg

an
is

at
io

n
So

ci
al

Bi
og

ra
ph

y

Pl
ac

es

Re
se

ar
ch

 b
as

e

Sc
ie

nc
e,

 E
ng

, 
Pr

od
n.

Bi
df

or
d 

Sp
ec

ifi
c

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1 1

1

1 1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1 1

1

1

1 1

1 1

1

1

JAH Sept 2017 V1



Consolidated listing of Bidford History Society Talks

Topic Presenter

Medieval Christmas Customs

Really Ancient Bidford

Land Girls

The 17th century village - who was in charge?

Women and Motor Cars

Churches of Warwickshire

Passchendaele 1917 Revisited

Pilgrimage to Medieaval Gloucestershire

Folklore and Folksongs of Warwickshire and Worcestershire’

Ancient Troy - a three way look

'The Way We Were'

The Last Naval Hero

Curing with Water

Birmingham Back to Back Housing

West Midlands Struggle for the Vote

“With Our Backs to the Wall":  Victory and Defeat in 1918

Gertrude Bell – Unsung Heroine of Iraq

2018 to 2019

The Battle of Edgehill, October 1642

Bidford Survivors of WW1

WWI the final German perspective

Huggable Teddy Bears

Two Titans, One City. 

Postman’s Knock

Discovering Charles I
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100 Years of Women’s Policing in the West Midlands

Charles II, the later Stuarts

“We Are Where We Are” 
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